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PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

August 18, 2013   20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, let us be like Christ, willing to sacrifice for the good of all.  Strengthen us as we continue to know that you call us to grow in faith together.  Diminish our fears as we strive to implement the plans for the future which we believe will have a positive long term effect on the Church in our region.  Support us when we are discouraged. Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading 2 Heb. 12:1-4
Brothers and sisters: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus, the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of the joy that lay before him he endured the cross, despising its shame, and has taken his seat at the right of the throne of God.  Consider how he endured such opposition from sinners, in order that you may not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood. 
The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What sufferings might we be asked to endure as now we are “Connected in the Spirit” implementing the Archbishop’s Directives?

3. What will we do so that we do not grow weary and lose heart? 
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS    Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be willing to endure loss and suffering and trust in God’s care for us to diminish our anxieties, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be strengthened to give focused energy to the implementation of Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may look beyond our parishes, beyond our cohorts to help enrich and support the broader Diocesan Church, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to the poor, the lonely, the hungry and homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen 
CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

August 25, 2013   21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are calling us to look at what is essential to living as a parish community and asking us to let go of some things that are very dear to us.  Assist us when we lose heart among the uncertainties of this world.  Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

ALL:  Amen

Reading 2 Heb 12:5-7, 11-13
Brothers and sisters,
You have forgotten the exhortation addressed to you as children:  “My son, do not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines; he scourges every son he acknowledges.” Endure your trials as “discipline;”
God treats you as sons. For what “son” is there whom his father does not discipline?
At the time, all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who are trained by it.

So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees. Make straight paths for your feet,
that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed.

The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. When have you endured sufferings only later on to experience joy? 
3. What will we do so that we do not experience drooping hands and weak knees?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  
Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be willing to endure suffering and trust in God’s love for us, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be strengthened to give focused energy to the implementation of Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may look beyond our parishes, beyond our cohorts to help enrich and support the larger Church, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be new immigrants, or people who are poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  
CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

September 1, 2013   22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are calling us to be humble and thus find favor with God.  Assist us when we are tempted to grandiosity and desiring things or prestige that may make us look good in the eyes of others.  Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading Sirach 3:17-18, 18, 20, 28-29

My child, conduct your affairs with humility, and you will be loved more than a giver of gifts.
Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.  What is too sublime for you, seek not, into things beyond your strength search not. The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs, and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise. Water quenches a flaming fire,
and alms atone for sins.

The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What are the temptations related to the lack of humility that you may experience? 

3. What will we do to be humble as we continue to implement the Archbishop’s Directives?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be humble, trust in God’s love for us, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be strengthened to share our abundance in the implementation of Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may look beyond our cohorts to help the universal Church, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God.  Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

September 8, 2013   23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are calling us to understand that there are no slaves in the Christian community—that each one of us is a partner in the proclamation of the Gospel.  Help us to live lives that reflect the freedom of the sons and daughters of God in the reign of God.  Grant this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading Philemon 9-10, 12-17
I, Paul, an old man, and now also a prisoner for Christ Jesus, urge you on behalf of my child Onesimus, whose father I have become in my imprisonment; I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. I should have liked to retain him for myself, so that he might serve me on your behalf in my imprisonment for the gospel, but I did not want to do anything without your consent, so that the good you do might not be forced but voluntary. Perhaps this is why he was away from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a brother, beloved especially to me, but even more so to you, as a man and in the Lord. So if you regard me as a partner, welcome him as you would me.

The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What are ways we can accept each other as equals—all committed to building the reign of God? 

3. How can we reach out to those who are alienated to welcome them into our communities?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be granted peace and the spiritual gifts needed to advance God’s work, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may have the insight and courage to welcome the stranger into our new communities as we implement Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may have the gift of wisdom in abundance as we look beyond our cohorts to build the reign of God, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

September 15, 2013   24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you have given us a mission, to help create vibrant parishes into the future.  Your gifts are abundant in this regard.  You have ignored our sins, faults and failings.  Instead you have given us grace and confidence to be your ministers.  You have treated us mercifully so that we may treat others like that.  Continue to strengthen us through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading I Timothy 1:12-17

Beloved:  I am grateful to him who has strengthened me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he considered me trustworthy in appointing me to the ministry. I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and arrogant, but I have been mercifully treated because I acted out of ignorance in my unbelief. Indeed, the grace of our Lord has been abundant, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. This saying is trustworthy and deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these I am the foremost. But for that reason I was mercifully treated, so that in me, as the foremost, Christ Jesus might display all his patience as an example
for those who would come to believe in him for everlasting life. To the king of ages, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. In what ways has God continued to see us as trustworthy by calling us to help implement the Archbishop’s Directives? 

3. How can we reach out and treat others with mercy and patience—the way God has treated us?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be empowered to be slow to punish and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may have compassion as we implement Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be one body with Christ and our neighbor, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be new immigrants, or people who are poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

September 22, 2013   25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are a God of justice and compassion.  Empower us to be people who fight for justice and live honestly with true compassion.  You have treated us mercifully so that we may treat others like that.  Continue to strengthen us through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Gospel Luke 16:10-13
The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones;
and the person who is dishonest in very small matters is also dishonest in great ones. 
If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with true wealth? 
If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? 
No servant can serve two masters.  The person will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and mammon.”

The Gospel of the Lord. ALL:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. In what ways has the planning process inspired us to feel trusted by God? 

3. How can we reach out and treat others with trust and confidence—the way God is treating us?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be empowered to be slow to punish and quick to forgive, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may have compassion as we implement Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be one body with Christ and our neighbor, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God. Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

September 29, 2013   26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are our saving God.  Give us the power and courage necessary to keep your commandments until the end of time.  Empower us to be people of hope who trust in your presence even when we cannot see you in the clouds of our lives.  Enlighten us as we plan for the future in ways that effectively spread the Good News that you are our ruler and light of salvation. Continue to strengthen us through Jesus Christ, your Son and our brother, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading 1 Timothy 6: 13-16

I charge you before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble confession, to keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or can see. 
To him be honor and eternal power. Amen.
The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. In what ways is the implementation process related to this reading? 

3. What manifestations of Jesus the Christ do you see in the implementation process?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be empowered to reverence the ruling power of God, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may faithfully follow the commandments as we implement Connected in the Spirit, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may be one with Christ as we await his coming at the end of time, let us pray to the Lord…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: Glory Be 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

October 6, 2013   27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

God of vision and compassion, you are our saving God.  Give us the power and courage to write down the vision and realize the vision will come in its time.  Empower us to be people of hope who trust in your presence even when we all we see is violence and hopelessness.  Enlighten us as we plan for the future in ways that effectively spread the Good News that there is God’s vision to be achieved.  Continue to strengthen us through Jesus Christ, your Son and our brother, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4

How long, O LORD? I cry for help but you do not listen! I cry out to you, "Violence!"
but you do not intervene. Why do you let me see ruin; why must I look at misery?
Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and clamorous discord.
Then the LORD answered me and said: Write down the vision clearly upon the tablets,
so that one can read it readily.  For the vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it will not be late.  The rash one has no integrity; but the just one, because of his faith, shall live.

The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. In what ways will vision help us survive the down times of puzzlement and anxiety? 

3. When are you most aware that in implementation there are temptations to be rash and move too quickly?  How can this be avoided?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may be visionaries, seeking to discover the vision God has for our parishes, let us pray… 

· That we may faithfully implement a vision of  what vibrant parishes will look like as we  are Connected in the Spirit, let us pray …

· That we may be people of hope, despite the discouraging moments, let us pray …

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be new immigrants or people who are poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God. Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

October 13, 2013   28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving Father, you gave us you son, Jesus, to show us how to live with grateful hearts for your many blessings. Give us the insight and courage to express gratitude not only to you, but to your people who strive to act like Jesus and heal others by their example and caring actions.  Enlighten us as we plan for the future to be consciously aware of the many blessings you have given us and the responsibilities that come with those blessings. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Gospel Luke 17:11-19

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!"  And when he saw them, he said,
"Go show yourselves to the priests."  As they were going they were cleansed.  And one of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. He was a Samaritan. Jesus said in reply, "Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?" 
Then he said to him, "Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.
The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. Name three significant things for which you are most grateful.  Why are these important to you?

3. What role does gratitude play in your implementation planning?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  God, hear our prayer

· That we may reflect on and express the gratitude that is in our hearts for the many gifts we have received, let us pray… 

· That we may express our gratitude in a communal way so that the community is aware of all its gifts and praise God for them, let us pray…

· That we may be people of praise and gratitude, despite the losses we are experiencing, let us pray…

· That we may strengthen our outreach to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray to the Lord…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

October 20, 2013   29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving Father, continue to nurture us through the insights from the Scriptures.  Enlighten us as we plan for the future to be consciously aware of your living Word which has been given us so that we may competently proclaim the Good News and inspire good works. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading 2 Timothy 3:16-4:2

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction
and for training in righteousness, so that one who belongs to God may be competent,
equipped for every good work. 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who will judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingly power: proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.

The Word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What are some ways we proclaim the Word using words and sometimes when we proclaim it not in words?
3. What role does praying with Scripture play in your implementation planning?

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be formed by your Word
· That we may persistently proclaim the Word whether it is convenient or inconvenient, let us pray… 

· That we may use the Word of God in our teaching and training our young people as they become more mature Christians, let us pray…

· That we may patiently proclaim the Word of God through the example of our lives, let us pray…

· That we may be strengthen by the Word in our outreach to people who may be new immigrants, or people who are poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

October 27, 2013   30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God, you are open to hear all our cries, those of loss, those of fear, those of anxiety. Continue to assist us as we cry out sometimes in desperation, sometimes in joy, sometimes just to be heard.  Enlighten us as we plan for the future to so that we know we are heard as we wait to have our petitions pierce the clouds to reach your compassionate knowing. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Reading Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
God is a God of justice, who knows no favorites. Though not unduly partial toward the weak, yet God hears the cry of the oppressed. The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan,
nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint. Those who serve God willingly is heard;
their petitions reaches the heavens. The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds; it does not rest till it reaches its goal, nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds, judges justly and affirms the right, and God will not delay. 
The Word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What does -- those who serve God willingly are heard-- mean to you?

3. What relationship do you see between “God of justice, who knows no favorites” and implementing Connected in the Spirit? 
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be people of justice
· That we may persistently cry out for justice, let us pray… 

· That we may be people who willingly serve God, let us pray…

· That we may be affirmed in our efforts to build vibrant parishes which reflect justice and righteousness, let us pray…

· That in justice we reach out to people who may be poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  
CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

November 3, 2013   31st  Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God of mercy and compassion, empower us to be open to your salvific love so that we might respond like Zaccheus did to your invitation to be faithful disciples.  Strengthen our faith and give us your promise of peace as we continue striving to build vibrant parishes. We ask this  through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

Gospel Luke 19: 5-10

When he reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, "Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must stay at your house."  And he came down quickly and received him with joy.  When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, "He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner." 
But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times over."
And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house because this man too is a descendant of Abraham.  For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost." 

The Gospel of the Lord. ALL:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

4. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

5. What does Jesus see in Zacchaeus that Zacchaeus probably did not see in himself?

6. What opportunities do we have today that are similar to Jesus’ role in the story or Zacchaeus’?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be people of mercy and compassion
· That we may welcome people on the margins to our parish communities, let us pray… 

· That we may be people who believe that all are called to contribute to the reign of God on earth, let us pray…

· That we may be as bold as Jesus was in the Zacchaeus story as we build vibrant parishes, let us pray…

· That in mercy and compassion we reach out to people who may be new immigrants, or poor, lonely, hungry or homeless, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God. Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

November 10, 2013   32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God of mercy and power, protect us from harm and give us strength of spirit to do your work on earth.  Help us to be more aware of your loving providence and strengthen us to be willing to give our lives in service of others as your son, Jesus, did.  Encourage us when we are weary to direct our hearts to the love of the Trinity so that we may be strengthened in our relationships to one another and in every good deed. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever..

ALL:  Amen

READING 2 Thessalonians 2: 16-3:5
Brothers and sisters:
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every good deed and word.
Finally, brothers and sisters, pray for us, so that the word of the Lord may speed forward and be glorified, as it did among you, and that we may be delivered from perverse and wicked people,
for not all have faith. But God is faithful; God will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. We are confident of you in the Lord that what we instruct you, you are doing and will continue to do. May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to the endurance of Christ.
The Word of the Lord. ALL:  Thanks be to God..

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. When do you experience the encouragement of God in your heart?

3. What are some of your experiences of God’s faithfulness to you?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to have faith-filled hearts
· That we may continue to be encouraged by God’s faithfulness as we strive to become more vibrant parish communities, let us pray… 

· That we may be people of great hope in a world that sometimes appears to be hopeless, let us pray…

· That we may truly believe that God’s Spirit is with us helping us to make a significant positive difference in the world, let us pray…

· That in reaching out to people who may be new immigrants, or poor, lonely, hungry or homeless we are reflecting God’s love for them, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer       

PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

November 17, 2013   33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

OPENING PRAYER

Loving God source of all that is good, you promised us salvation.  Empower us to expand our hearts with the love of your promises.  Strengthen us when we are burdened by the drudgery of the day’s work. Enliven us to joyfully continue our work of building vibrant parishes with the help of your ever-present Spirit.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

READING 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12
Brothers and sisters:  You know how one must imitate us. For we did not act in a disorderly way among you, nor did we eat food received free from anyone.  On the contrary, in toil and drudgery, night and day we worked, so as not to burden any of you.  Not that we do not have the right. Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model for you, so that you might imitate us. 
In fact, when we were with you, we instructed you that if anyone was unwilling to work,
neither should that one eat. We hear that some are conducting themselves among you in a
disorderly way, by not keeping busy but minding the business of others. Such people we instruct and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and to eat their own food.
The Word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. When is it most difficult to be good examples in ministering to others?

3. What are ways to deal with “busy-bodies” who become obstacles as we are planning for the future?  What were Paul’s strategies of dealing with this issue?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be models of gracious service
· That we may continue to focus on the work of the Gospel, let us pray… 

· That we may not have expectations of being served, but of serving others, let us pray…

· That we may truly conduct ourselves in ways that inspire others to be faith filled disciples, let us pray…

· That in reaching out to people who may be new immigrants, or people who are poor, lonely, hungry or homeless we are reflecting God’s love for them, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: Glory Be 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen  
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

November 24, 2013   Feast of Christ the King

OPENING PRAYER

Loving Creator, God you made all things new in our Son Jesus Christ, the king of the universe.  He gave us an example of how to rule with compassion and mercy and to lead with wisdom and justice.  Strengthen us to continue his work on earth by being reconcilers and peacemakers. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
ALL:  Amen

READING Colossians 1: 12-20 (adapted)
Brothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to God, who transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things for him, making peace by the blood of his cross through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

The Word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What is your most important image from the Gospels of Jesus being an effective ruler?
3. What roles do reconciliation and peacemaking have in effective leadership?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be models of gracious service

· That we may continue to model our leadership on that of Jesus Christ, let us pray… 

· That we may be humble in our service of others as Jesus was, let us pray…

· That we may have the courage to be reconcilers and peacemakers even under difficult circumstances, let us pray…

· That by taking leadership in reaching out to people in need we may reflect the leadership of the Christ of the Gospels, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God. Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

December 1, 2013   First Sunday of Advent

OPENING PRAYER

All powerful God, our hearts are longing for the coming anew of Jesus your son and our savior.  Move us with your love and your light to brighten our days of waiting and preparing to celebrate the birth of Christ, who has made all the difference in the world and in our lives. Strengthen us to continue his work on earth by patiently waiting and reaching out to those in need. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

ALL: Amen

READING Romans 13:11-14
Brothers and sisters: You know the time in which we are living.  It is now the hour for you to wake from sleep, for our salvation is closer than when we first accepted the faith.  The night is far spent; the day draws near.  Let us cast off deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us live honorably as in daylight; not in carousing and drunkenness not in sexual excess and lust, not in quarreling and jealousy. Rather, put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the desires of the flesh.

The Word of the Lord.  ALL:  Thanks be to God.

FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What are ways we can be people of the light during Advent, especially?

3. What in these times make it difficult to focus on the meaning of Advent?  How can we overcome these obstacles?
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be models of gracious service

· That we may continue to keep the Spirit of Advent despite the cultural pressures to materialize gift-giving, let us pray… 

· That we may be people who focus on light even during the long days of darkness, let us pray…

· That we may have the courage to be self-disciplined in body, mind and spirit, let us pray…

· That we may focus on at least one “outreach” activity for someone in need, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL: Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: MAGNIFICAT

My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; because God has regarded the lowliness of the handmaid; for behold, henceforth all generations shall call me blessed;
because God who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is God’s name;
and God’s mercy is from generation to generation on those who fear God. Amen
PRAYERS BASED ON LITURGICAL SCRIPTURAL READINGS

December 8, 2013   Second Sunday of Advent

OPENING PRAYER

God of power and mercy, open our hearts to welcome anew the coming of your son into this world to be our brother and savior. May the enticement of material things not distract us from the real meaning of the gift of your son being sent to the world. May the darkness of the nights not obscure the vision and wisdom that are deeply rooted in this season of Advent. We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

ALL: Amen

GOSPEL Matthew 3: 1-6, 11-12
When John the Baptizer made his appearance as a preacher in the desert of Judea, this was his theme:  “Reform your lives! The reign of God is at hand.”  It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he said, “A herald’s voice in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.’”

John was clothed in a garment of camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist.  Grasshoppers and wild honey were his food.  At that time Jerusalem, all Judea and the whole region around the Jordan were going out to him.  They were being baptized by him in the Jordan as they confessed their sins…
I baptize you in water …but the one who will follow me is more powerful than I. I am not even fit to carry his sandals.  He it is who will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire.
The Gospel of the Lord.  ALL:  Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ
FOR REFLECTION AND SHARING

1. What words particularly spoke to you in this reading?  Why?

2. What are ways we can “Prepare the way of the Lord?”
3. Having a “change of heart” or conversion is part of preparing for the feast of Christmas.  What areas of your life might need a “change of heart?”
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS  

Response:  Loving God, help us to be models of gracious service

· That we may continue to “prepare the way of the Lord” by reaching out to others, let us pray… 

· That we may be people who try to bring light to others as the light in nature diminishes, let us pray…

· That we may have the courage to live by Gospel values in our “gift giving,” let us pray…

· That we may focus on a family in need during this time of Advent, let us pray…

· Please add your own intentions

Lord, hear our prayers, those spoken and those embedded in our hearts.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, our brother and savior, and through the power of the Holy Spirit.

ALL:  Amen  

CLOSING PRAYER: The Lord’s Prayer 
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